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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7-11, 14-18, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kaminski (US 2002/0199185). 

Regarding claim 1 , Kaminski teaches a method for accessing one or more 
interface screens associated with a video recorder (Para. 78, lines 6-11), 
comprising: 

providing one of said interface screens, i.e. recording schedule (Para. 78, 
lines 6-11); 

providing an input device having one or more input points, i.e. remote 
control (Fig. 4, el. 471 , 472, 473); 

associating each of said input points with each of said interface screens, 
i.e. pressing "C" to go to the recording schedule (Para. 78, lines 6-11; Fig. 8); and 

accessing any of said one or more interface screens by actuating one of 
said input points with a single keystroke (Para. 78, lines 6-11). 
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Regarding claim 2, Kaminski teaches the input device is a remote control 
(Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 3, Kaminski teaches the input points are buttons on said 
remote control (Fig. 4, el. 471, 472, 473). 

Regarding claim 4, Kaminski teaches the input device is an interface 
connected to a set-top box, i.e. Digital Home Communication Terminal (Para. 28, 
lines 9-12). 

Regarding claim 7, Kaminski teaches the input points are associated with 
a shape and said associated interface screens display said shape, i.e. "C" 
enclosed within a circle (Fig. 4, el. 473; Fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 8, a computer program product, (Para. 53, lines 1-3), 
comprising: 

a computer usable medium having computer readable program code 
means, (Fig. 3, el. 249, 277), embodied therein for enabling access to one or 
more interface screens associated with a video recorder (Para. 78, lines 6-11), 
comprising: 

computer readable program code means for causing a computer to 
provide one of said interface screens (Para. 78, lines 6-1 1 ); 
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computer readable program code means for causing a computer to 
provide an input device having one or more input points (Fig. 4, el. 471 , 472, 
473); 

computer readable program code means for causing a computer to 
associate each of said input points with each of said interface screens (Para. 78, 
lines 6-11; Fig. 8); and 

computer readable program code means for causing a computer to enable 
access to any of said one or more interface screens by actuating one of said 
input points with a single keystroke (Para. 78, lines 6-11). 

Regarding claim 9, claim is analyzed with respect to claim 2. 

Regarding claim 10, claim is analyzed with respect to claim 3. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , claim is analyzed with respect to claim 4. 

Regarding claim 14, claim is analyzed with respect to claim 7. 

Regarding claim 15, Kaminski teaches an arrangement of interface 
screens associated with a video recorder (Para. 53, lines 1-3), comprising: 

an input device having at least a first, a second, and a third input point 
(Fig. 4, el. 471, 472, 473, 421); 
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a first interface screen associated with said first input point, i.e. Play 
button associated with the Play video screen (Para. 78, lines 6-1 1 ); 

a second interface screen associated with said second input point, i.e. "B" 
button associated with recording options screen (Para. 78, lines 6-11); and 

a third interface screen associated with said third input point, i.e. "C" 
button associated with the recording schedule screen (Para. 78, lines 6-11), 

wherein a user is able to access any of said first, second, and third 
interface screens by actuating any one of said input points with a single 
keystroke (Para. 78, lines 6-1 1 ). 

Regarding claim 16, claim is analyzed with respect to claim 2. 

Regarding claim 17, claim is analyzed with respect to claim 3. 

Regarding claim 18, claim is analyzed with respect to claim 4. 

Regarding claim 21 , claim is analyzed with respect to claim 7. 

3. Claims 22, 24, 25, 27, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ellis (US 2002/0174430). 

Regarding claim 22, Ellis teaches an apparatus comprising: 

a user interface (Para. 12, lines 1-8); 
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a saved show screen (Fig. 36); 

a recording schedule screen (Fig. 43); and 

a series manager screen (Fig. 10, 11), 

wherein said user interface is configured to display said saved show 
screen, said recording schedule screen, and series manager screen at a single 
level (Para. 13, lines 1-10; Para. 14, lines 1-12; Para. 221, lines 1-21). 

Regarding claim 24, Ellis teaches a video recorder for recording one or 
more shows (Fig. 2A, el. 208); and 

a local storage configured to store one or more of said shows (Para. 4, 
lines 1-9). 

Regarding claim 25, Ellis teaches the saved show screen displays 
information on said recorded and stored shows, i.e. TV rating (Fig. 36). 

Regarding claim 27, Ellis teaches the recording schedule screen displays 
information on shows to be recorded in the future, i.e. times to be recorded, show 
ratings (Fig. 43). 

Regarding claim 28, Ellis teaches the series manager screen displays 
information on one or more shows, i.e. day and time to record each episode, that 
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will be repeatedly transferred to said local storage under conditions (Fig. 1 1 ; 
Para. 14, lines 1-12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 5, 12, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kaminski in view of Ellis. 

Regarding claim 5, Kaminski teaches all elements of claim 1 . 

Kaminski teaches the interface screens include a recording schedule 
screen (Para. 78, lines 6-1 1 ) and a saved shows screen (Fig. 8). 

Kaminski does not clearly teach the interface screens include a series 
manager screen. 

Ellis teaches interface screens include a series manager screen (Fig. 10, 

11). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kaminski's interface screens to 
include a series manager screen, as taught by Ellis, so to enable the user to 
delete an individual episode in a series. 
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Regarding claim 12, Kaminski teaches all elements of claim 8. 

Kaminski teaches the interface screens include a recording schedule 
screen (Para. 78, lines 6-1 1 ) and a saved shows screen (Fig. 8). 

Kaminski does not clearly teach the interface screens include a series 
manager screen. 

Ellis teaches interface screens include a series manager screen (Fig. 10, 

11). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kaminski's interface screens to 
include a series manager screen, as taught by Ellis, so to enable the user to 
delete an individual episode in a series. 

Regarding claim 19, Kaminski teaches all elements of claim 15. 

Kaminski teaches the interface screens include a recording schedule 
screen (Para. 78, lines 6-1 1 ) and a saved shows screen (Fig. 8). 

Kaminski does not clearly teach the interface screens include a series 
manager screen. 

Ellis teaches interface screens include a series manager screen (Fig. 10, 

11). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kaminski's interface screens to 
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include a series manager screen, as taught by Ellis, so to enable the user to 
delete an individual episode in a series. 

3. Claims 6, 13, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kaminski in view of Knee (US 5,589,892). 

Regarding claim 6, Kaminski teaches all elements of claim 1. 

Kaminski does not clearly teach the input points are associated with a 
color and said associated interface screens are also associated with said color. 

Knee teaches input points that are associated with a color and associated 
interface screens are also associated with said color (Col. 30, lines 50-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kaminski's remote control keys and 
interface screens to have the color-coded keys of Knee's remote control and the 
color-coding of the displayed background of Knee's program guide so to enable a 
new user to quickly learn that a particular remote control button corresponds to a 
particular screen through color coordination. 

Regarding claim 13, Kaminski teaches all elements of claim 8. 

Kaminski does not clearly teach the input points are associated with a 
color and said associated interface screens are also associated with said color. 

Knee teaches input points that are associated with a color and associated 
interface screens are also associated with said color (Col. 30, lines 50-67). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kaminski's remote control keys and 
interface screens to have the color-coded keys of Knee's remote control and the 
color-coding of the displayed background of Knee's program guide so to enable a 
new user to quickly learn that a particular remote control button corresponds to a 
particular screen through color coordination. 

Regarding claim 20, Kaminski teaches all elements of claim 15. 

Kaminski does not clearly teach the input points are associated with a 
color and said associated interface screens are also associated with said color. 

Knee teaches input points that are associated with a color and associated 
interface screens are also associated with said color (Col. 30, lines 50-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kaminski's remote control keys and 
interface screens to have the color-coded keys of Knee's remote control and the 
color-coding of the displayed background of Knee's program guide so to enable a 
new user to quickly learn that a particular remote control button corresponds to a 
particular screen through color coordination. 



4. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ellis in 
view of Knee (US 5,589,892). 

Regarding claim 23, Ellis teaches all elements of claim 22. 
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Ellis does not teach a user input device configured so that a user moves 
between said screens using a single keystroke. 

Knee teaches a user input device configured so that a user moves 
between favorite channel list screens using a single keystroke (Col. 30, lines 50- 
67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Ellis' remote control to have Knee's 
favorite channel list keys and have them correspond to Ellis' interface screens so 
to enable the user to be watching a television program and access a recorded 
show instead of navigating through a myriad of menus. 



5. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ellis in 
view of Boyle (US 7,027,716). 

Regarding claim 26, Ellis teaches all elements of claim 22 and 24. 

Ellis does not clearly teach the saved show screen displays a recording in 
progress icon. 

Boyle teaches a program guide that displays a recording in progress icon 
(Fig. 7A, el. 80; Col. 8, lines 7-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Ellis's saved show screen to display 
Boyle's recording in progress icon so to enable a user to cancel a recording while 
in progress to free up storage space in the PVR. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy Duffield whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1643. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 A.M. -5:00 P.M. 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hai Tran can be reached on (571 ) 272-7305. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

November 26, 2007 
JSD 



/Hai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4178 



